From: Link, Riley - FNS

To: Krebs, Ashley - FNS

Cc: Conrad, Alison - FNS, Washington, DC; Noble, John (David) - FNS; O"Connor, Jacqueline - FNS; Henschel,
Matthew - FNS

Subject: RE: ABAWD Waiver Requests

Date: Friday, May 20, 2022 11:24:00 AM

Attachments: IN ABAWD Statewide Extension 3.21-9.21 Completed.pdf

Hi Ashley,

Thanks for your patience regarding this response. | see that MA submitted a 6-month waiver
request, we will work on reviewing.

If a State requests to implement an ABAWD waiver for 6 months, but the data supports a 12-month
approval, the State may later submit a request to extend their waiver for the remainder of the 12-
month period. The State would need to submit an extension request for approval; the State could
not continue using the waiver without an active approval.

| attached a similar extension approval that we gave Indiana in 2021 for reference.
Please let us know if you have any other questions.

Best,
Riley

From: Krebs, Ashley - FNS <ashley.krebs@usda.gov>

Sent: Friday, May 13, 2022 11:29 AM

To: Link, Riley - FNS <Riley.Link@usda.gov>

Cc: Conrad, Alison - FNS, Washington, DC <Alison.Conrad @usda.gov>; Noble, John (David) - FNS
<john.noble@usda.gov>; Henschel, Matthew - FNS <matthew.henschel@usda.gov>

Subject: RE: ABAWD Waiver Requests

Hello Riley,

As an update, MA is looking to pursue only a 6 month statewide ABAWD waiver at this time due to a
leadership decision. The SA is wondering if there would be any flexibility to extend the waiver (if
approved) for the remaining eligible 6 months at or before the end of the initial 6 month approved
time period (were leadership to allow).

Happy to hop on a call if easier to discuss.
Thank you,

Ashley

Ashley Krebs, M.Ed, RD, LDN
she/her/hers
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Food and Nutrition
Service

1320 Braddock Place
Alexandria VA,
22314

USDA

=l
United States Department of Agriculture

Date: February 19, 2021

Ms. Adrienne Shields

Director, Division of Family Resources
Family and Social Services Administration
402 West Washington Street

Indianapolis, Indiana 46207-7083

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) — Indiana Request to Waive Able-
Bodied Adults Without Dependents Time Limit — Extension — Approval

Dear Ms. Shields:

This is in response to the Indiana agency’s February 10, 2021, request to extend its waiver

of the SNAP time limit for able-bodied adults without dependents (ABAWDs). Indiana is
currently approved to waive the time limit statewide for a 5-month period, from October 1, 2020,
through February 28, 2021. The State agency has requested to continue the waiver statewide for
the full 12-month period for which it is eligible, based on the data submitted with its original
request, through September 30, 2021.

The State agency supported its request based upon the State’s eligibility for extended
unemployment benefits, a criterion for statewide waiver approval provided by SNAP
regulations at 7 CFR 273.24. According to the Department of Labor Trigger Notice No.
2020-21 effective June 7, 2020, Indiana qualified for extended unemployment benefits. This
is the same trigger notice used by the State agency to support its current S-month approval.

The Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) is approving Indiana’s request to implement its
waiver for the full 12-month period for which it is eligible, effective statewide from
October 1, 2020, through September 30, 2021. FNS is approving the waiver pursuant to
section 6(0) of the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008, as amended and 7 CFR 273.24(f), and
under the same conditions as provided by the October 23, 2020 approval. Please contact
your Regional Office representative, Jenie Farinas, at jenie.farinas@usda.gov or

(312) 582-6767 with any questions.

Sincerely,

DocuSigned by:

Mypan. Dasansta
ZZ31F754D2C942‘:(\L

Arpan Dasgupta

Chief

Certification Policy Branch
Program Development Division

2/19/2021

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider, Employer and Lender
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Team Lead, SNAP Operations Branch
USDA Food & Nutrition Service | Northeast Regional Office
(617) 565-1612 | ashley.krebs@usda.gov

From: Krebs, Ashley - FNS

Sent: Tuesday, April 12, 2022 12:25 PM

To: Link, Riley - FNS <Riley.Link@usda.gov>

Cc: Conrad, Alison - FNS, Washington, DC <Alison.Conrad@usda.gov>; Noble, John (David) - FNS
<john.noble@usda.gov>; Henschel, Matthew - FNS <matthew.henschel@usda.gov>

Subject: RE: ABAWD Waiver Requests

+Matt
Thank you Riley. This is very helpful. The State is MA. Please let us know if you have any questions.

Thank you,
Ashley

Ashley Krebs, M.Ed, RD, LDN

she/her/hers

Team Lead, SNAP Operations Branch

USDA Food & Nutrition Service | Northeast Regional Office
(617) 565-1612 | ashley.krebs@usda.gov

From: Link, Riley - FNS <Riley.Link@usda.gov>

Sent: Tuesday, April 12, 2022 11:10 AM

To: Krebs, Ashley - FNS <ashley.krebs@usda.gov>

Cc: Conrad, Alison - FNS, Washington, DC <Alison.Conrad@usda.gov>; Noble, John (David) - FNS

<john.noble@usda.gov>
Subject: RE: ABAWD Waiver Requests

Hi Ashley,

Thanks for reaching out on this. Yes, per the Guide to Supporting Requests for ABAWD waivers, “The
State can qualify for a 12-month statewide waiver as long as the waiver is implemented within 12
months of the Trigger Notice effective date (i.e, the date on which the Trigger Notice was
published).” Additionally, since States would assign ABAWD countable months based on calendar
months/certification months, we approve all ABAWD waivers as of the first of the month. Therefore,
the State could use a 6/20/21 trigger notice to qualify for a 6/1/22 — 5/31/23 Statewide waiver. We
highly encourage the State to submit the request before 6/1/22. If the State submits the request by
6/20/22, we could approve retroactive to the beginning of June. If the State cannot submit by then,
we would still encourage them to submit it as soon as possible so that we could determine if any
part of the request is approvable.

For the Region’s awareness, we recently had a State submit a request more than a year after the
latest trigger notice date. We approved the request for fewer than 12 months, the remainder of the


mailto:ashley.krebs@usda.gov
mailto:Riley.Link@usda.gov
mailto:Alison.Conrad@usda.gov
mailto:john.noble@usda.gov
mailto:matthew.henschel@usda.gov
mailto:ashley.krebs@usda.gov
mailto:Riley.Link@usda.gov
mailto:ashley.krebs@usda.gov
mailto:Alison.Conrad@usda.gov
mailto:john.noble@usda.gov

months that we would have approved had it been submitted timely. We highly urge States to submit
requests timely, since we would have to consider any other request on a case-by-case basis and may
not be able to approve it or to approve it timely.

Could you share what State this is? It wouldn’t affect approval but may help with our planning.

Thanks,
Riley

From: Krebs, Ashley - FNS <ashley.krebs@usda.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, April 12, 2022 7:54 AM

To: Link, Riley - FNS <Riley.Link@usda.gov>
Subject: ABAWD Waiver Requests

Hey Riley,

We have a State interested in submitting a Statewide ABAWD waiver request but may be delayed in
being able to submit the request. | am trying to determine realistically when the last date they could
submit and still be considered by NO. Do you have a sense of that? The last eligible trigger notice is
dated 6/20/21. | have advised we usually request waivers be submitted 60 days prior to
implementation (already past that). | understand the State can qualify for a 12-month Statewide
waiver as long as the waiver is implemented within 12 months of an eligible Trigger Notice effective
date (i.e, the date on which the Trigger Notice was published). Would it be fair to say we would
consider the request as long as it is received prior to 6/20/21? The State wouldn’t technically take
additional action with approval since they have already suspended the time limit as result of the
pandemic-just meaning the implementation nuance is a bit of semantics at this current time. Any
input is greatly appreciated.

Thanks,
Ashley

Ashley Krebs, M.Ed, RD, LDN
she/her/hers
Team Lead, SNAP Operations Branch

USDA Food & Nutrition Service | Northeast Regional Office
(617) 565-1612 | ashley.krebs@usda.gov
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